
 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
       

 
 
 
  

       

2024 was a landmark year for award winning Scottish musician Dean Owens with standing 
ovations and sold out tours including Cambridge Folk Festival, Netherlands, UK and USA. 2025 is 
shaping up to be even better with the highly anticipated release of his twelfth album Spirit Ridge, 
recorded at Crinale Studio, a 400 year old farmhouse in the hills in Emilia Romagna, Italy – the land of 
Dean’s lion tamer great great grandfather – with renowned Italian producer Don Antonio. Spirit Ridge will 
be launched at Glasgow’s Celtic Connections on 2 Feb, with upcoming tour dates including the 
prestigious Port Fairy Festival in Australia, plus UK, US and The Netherlands. 
 
Spirit Ridge is the follow up to Dean’s critically acclaimed collaborations with US Latin rock icons Calexico 
which resulted in 2 remarkable albums – Sinner’s Shrine (2022) and El Tiradito (The Curse of Sinner’s 
Shrine) (2023) - which dramatically evoked the wide panoramic landscapes of the south western US desert 
states.  The twelve songs on Spirit Ridge are a musical and lyrical development, both monumental and 
deeply personal, rooted in a liminal hinterland which connects the lush Italian hills, the US desert states 
and post industrial Scotland. The spirit of the lion tamer is rarely far away! 
 
Preceded by 3 well received “taster” EPs (The Ridge Trilogy) released July-Dec 2024, the full Spirit Ridge 
album is now ready to launch into the world in all its guitar driven, brass infused glory!  A magical mix of 
Dean’s trademark melancholy and unforgettable melodies, a masterpiece of concise songwriting about 
family and connections to places, with a nod to spirit animals. Vocally he has never sounded better. 
 
Spirit Ridge begins quietly with Dean’s tribute to the area around Crinale with Eden Is Here, before picking 
up pace with instrumental Spirito with its swelling brass notes. My Beloved Hills and Light This World 
continue the theme of the importance of family and the healing power of special landscapes. There’s a 
change of perspective with the soaring The Buzzard And the Crow, imagining the world seen from the 
birds’ viewpoint, with a celebration of the stoicism of the buffalo in Face The Storm (The Buffalo). Dean 
returns to a frequent theme – the plight of the dispossessed and displaced - in Burn It All, and takes a 
dark turn for Sinner Of Sinners – a dark tale about a dark soul. Wall Of Death is a standout track – again, 
with a big production, a surprisingly upbeat song about living with “the black dog”. There’s a more 
melancholy mood with A Divine Tragedy about the aftermath of a divorce, followed by the romantic ballad 
Spirit Of Us (one of Dean’s oldest songs, given a new lease of life here). The final track, Tame The Lion, 
is a reflection on how the spirits of people long gone can still seem to walk with us in special places. 
 
Dean and Don Antonio were introduced by mutual friend John Convertino of Calexico who thought they’d 
be kindred spirits. He wasn’t wrong! Convertino guests on several tracks, on drums, marimba and 
vibraphone, with other Calexico musicians including Marttin Wenk and Tom Hagerman. The main band is 
comprised of Dean plus four talented Italian musicians including Don Antonio, with other notable guests 
including Scotland’s Kirsten Adamson (daughter of Big Country/Skids’ Stuart Adamson) on backing vocals.  
 
Don Antonio is a renowned Italian producer, musician and film maker, whose work includes producing 
Alejandro Escovedo’s Echo Dancing album (also recorded at Crinale), as well as his own projects 
including Sacri Cuori, known for their rich, atmospheric sound. 
 
Dean: This album’s for family. Those who are long gone, those who’ve recently passed on, those who are 
here right now and those whose spirits will be forever present in our lives… all around us on Spirit Ridge. 

 
Don Antonio: ‘I am Italian, Dean is Scottish, these are stories and sounds written and played in a way 
which deeply reflects who we are, the places we've been, the seeds we planted and the fruits we 
harvested. These songs are monumental!’ 
 

PRESS / RADIO DOWNLOADS (WAVs): 
Soundcloud: https://on.soundcloud.com/1h1SocQVoEXMysUE9   

Dropbox: 
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/xu434azwoiznbce5usj2h/AEZ5G6f7qPXNgVr076uzhzs?rlkey=9sa6mzxbj7

2rbsk506wrswzwq&st=jzcoqp0r&dl=0  
 

Youtube video: My Beloved Hills - https://youtu.be/QkRTxACkYP8?si=iw08arIc9IgWgTQz  
 

For more press information, interviews, hi res photos, CDs, MP3s etc,  
please contact Morag Neil on 0771 288 0965 (email info@scarybiscuits.com) 
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Dean Owens  
Spirit Ridge 
 

New album by award winning Scottish singer songwriter, 
recorded in the land of his Italian lion tamer ancestor, with 
acclaimed producer Don Antonio (14 Feb 2025, Continental Song City) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Scary Biscuits Promotions 
Tel 0044 (0)771 288 0965      Email info@scarybiscuits.com      Website www.scarybiscuits.com  
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ARTIST:  Dean Owens     

TITLE:  Spirit Ridge 
CATALOGUE No: CD: CSCCD1207, VINYL: CSCLP1207 

LABEL:  Continental Song City 
RELEASE DATE: CD, VINYL and Digital Fri 14 Feb 2025 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

1. Eden Is Here (3:10) 
2. Spirito (1:14) 
3. My Beloved Hills (5:12) 
4. Light This World (4:15) 
5. The Buzzard And The Crow (4:21) 
6. Burn It All (3:35) 
7. Face The Storm (The Buffalo) (4:48) 
8. Sinner Of Sinners (3:01) 
9. Wall Of Death (4:10) 
10. A Divine Tragedy (4:51) 
11. Spirit Of Us (4:33) 
12. Tame The Lion (5:45)* 

 
NOTES: *Tame The Lion is not on the vinyl release 

Tame The Lion and My Beloved Hills are available as special radio edits 
 
MUSICIANS & CREDITS 
Dean Owens – lead vocals, nylon string guitar, acoustic guitar, backing vocals, whistling 
The Stone Buffalo Band: 

Don Antonio guitars, lap steel, mellotron, piano 
Luca Giovacchini guitars, dobro 
Piero Perelli drums and percussion 
Danilo Gallo double bass, bass guitar 

with 
Nicola Peruch piano, organ, keyboards 
Vanni Crociani horns arrangements 
Francesco Bucci trombone 
Michele Vignali baritone saxophone, tenor saxophone 
Martin Wenk trumpet on My Beloved Hills and Light This World 
Tom Hagerman strings and string arrangements 
Christopher Stout – fiddle on Sinner of Sinners 
Nuala Kennedy – flute on The Buzzard & The Crow and Sinner of Sinners 
Kirsten Adamson backing vocals  

 
Special guest John Convertino - second drummer on Light This World and Spirit Of Us,  
marimba on The Buzzard & The Crow and vibraphone on Spirit Of Us. 
 
STUDIO CREDITS 

Recorded at Crinale, Italy by Ivano Giovedi 
Mixed at Waveroof Studio, Italy by Ivano Giovedi 
Mix to tape: L'Amor Mio Non Muore, Italy by Roberto Villa 
Kirsten Adamson recorded at Coloursound, Edinburgh, UK by Bobby Heatlie 
Mastered by Alex McCollough at True East Mastering, Nashville, Tennessee 

 
All tracks written by Dean Owens 
Produced by Don Antonio and Dean Owens 
℗ & © Dean Owens 2025 
 
Licensed to Continental Song City, Netherlands    
 
Spirit Ridge was supported by Creative Scotland’s Crowdmatch. Dean’s Australian Tour is 
supported by the National Lottery/Creative Scotland 
 

 
 

 



 
   

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 1 
 
Dean Owens & The Sinners 
Tour Dates, Spring 2025 
 
 

• Sun 2 Feb  Oran Mor Auditorium, Celtic Connections 
• Thur 13 Feb  Album launch – Eel Pie Records, London 
• Thur 20 Feb  Tolbooth, Stirling 

 
AUSTRALIA 

• Fri 7- Mon 10 Mar Port Fairy Folk Festival 
• Wed 12 Mar  George Lane, St Kilda 
• Fri 14 – Sun 16 Mar Blue Mountains Folk Festival 
• Wed 19 Mar  Factory Floor, Sydney 
• Thur 20 Mar  Brunswick Ballroom, Melbourne 
• Fri 21- Sun 23 Mar Yackandandah Folk Festival 

 
 
NETHERLANDS 

• Sat 3 May      Rhythm & Blues Night, Oosterpoort, Groningen 
• Sun 4 May      Thiemeloods, Nijmegen 
• Tue 6 May      Blue Room Sessions, Den Bosch 
• Wed 7May  Café Roots, Berghem 
• Thu 8 May      Tivoli Vredenburg, Utrecht 
• Fri 9 May  Q-Bus Club, Leiden 
• Sat 10 May     Cafe de Amer, Amen 
• Sun 11 May     Heyhoef Cool Vibes, Tilburg 

 
 

  

http://www.deanowens.com/tour


 
   

 

 

 
APPENDIX 2  DEAN’S SONG NOTES 
 
EDEN IS HERE  

This is a spiritual song about enjoying that quiet moment in nature in the magical golden hour of the day. Don 
Antonio and the guys add so much beauty to this recording.  
  

SPIRITO  
A brief wander into a dark side street where there’s a sense of menace and danger. This feels like the crossing 
point from Sinner’s Shrine to Spirit Ridge.  
   

MY BELOVED HILLS  
Back out of that dark side street and into the reassuring light again. Inspired by something a friend of Antonio’s 
(my partner in this project) said to me when I was talking to her about the possibility of Antonio joining us for 
dinner in Bologna on my first visit there. ‘Yes,’ she replied, ‘if he’s able to leave his beloved hills for one day’. It 
stuck with me and when I finally got to see his beautiful hills around Crinale I understood why he might not want 
to leave them. I’ve always loved wandering in my beloved hills of Scotland, so I could very much relate to how 
Antonio felt about his Italian hills. Tom Hagerman provides some beautiful strings on this one.  
   

LIGHT THIS WORLD  
We all need someone to light our world up when it’s all gotten just a little too dark out there.  
And I’m pretty sure we’ve all been on that long dark lonely road at some point. My friend John Convertino from 
the mighty Calexico adds his special touch to this one, alongside Piero Perelli. This just felt like a song for two 
great drummers.  
  

THE BUZZARD & THE CROW  
I’ve been living out in the border country of Scotland for three years now and I’m fascinated by all the wonderful 
bird life that’s around me every day. I often see buzzards and crows having a little tussle with each other and I 
do wonder what the world must look like from their viewpoint. With this song I also wanted to try and express 
that magical feeling of flying we sometimes experience in our dreams.  
    

BURN IT ALL   
This is a little work of fiction that was inspired by many of the great books I’ve read that were set in the Deep 
South of the USA.  
   

FACE THE STORM (THE BUFFALO)  
I wrote this one when I was in Wyoming and Montana touring with some friends of mine - The Two Tracks. I’d 
always wanted to see the great American Bison in real life and finally got the chance when we took a little 
excursion into Custer State Park in South Dakota. I love it that buffalo face into the storm and never back down, 
that they manage to struggle through some extremely hard conditions. I’m lucky that I have some very special 
people who have supported me in my life displaying that same strong spirit and willpower.  
   

SINNER OF SINNERS  
‘I don’t know you and you don’t know me’. A dark tale that comes from the same place as Burn It All.  
  
   WALL OF DEATH  
A song of escape and of trying to cope with that old black dog called depression that pays me and many others 
in this world an unwanted visit from time to time. ‘The black dog is dead, long live the black dog’.  
   

A DIVINE TRAGEDY  
I was thinking of some dear friends that were going through a difficult divorce when I wrote this one. That numb 
feeling that heartbreak and loss can leave you with.  
  

SPIRIT OF US  
For my beautiful wife and daughter. One of my oldest songs that I wrote around the time we found out my wife 
was pregnant. There’s a little nod to one of our favourite films in here too – It’s a Wonderful Life. Again, there’s 
a beautiful cameo appearance from John Convertino on this one.  
  

TAME THE LION  
I recorded this album in the Emilia Romagna region of Italy where one of my ancestors, Ambrose Salvona (The 
Lion Tamer), came from. It really got me thinking about how it can often feel that the spirits of people who are 
no longer living are somehow still there right beside us as we wander along the ridges of our lives.  
 


