Press Release
Breath of Fresh Air as Late Night Latin Grooves Return to the Southside
Edinburgh based Chilean band Voces del Sur hope to be like a breath of fresh air to the newly refurbished Southsider Bar.  Their special musical event – the Peña – returns to a regular Sunday night slot on the day when smoking is banned from public places in Scotland.   Singer and founder Valentina Montoya Martinez is looking forward to singing in a clearer atmosphere.    She said:  “I think people will get used to it very quickly; and the music at the Peña will take their minds off not having cigarettes!   Maybe people will get up to dance more – it’s a great way to get rid of any nervous energy”.
A traditional Chilean Peña (pronounced penya), is a ‘gathering’ of musicians and poets who are on the fringes of mainstream culture - a meeting place at the centre of which is the main band.  It is a space for folk music/culture, in the tradition of Violeta and Isabel Parra and other South American progressive artists.  Those who have experienced it before can expect the usual recipe of Latin grooves with Valentina’s intoxicating voice and special guests. Those who haven’t are in for a treat.
Voces del Sur are the authentic heart of South America in Scotland with spicy riffs, complex rhythms and seductively melancholic melodies and dance rhythms.            An Edinburgh based four piece band led by stunning Chilean singer                      Valentina Montoya Martinez and Scottish virtuoso guitarist David Russell, with the recent addition of Argentinian percussionist Gerardo Ballestero.  They perform a wide range of music within a broad umbrella of Latin American folk styles, including chacareras, zambas, joropos, valses, Cuban son, Afro-Peruvian songs and cuecas, much if it based on music from the Chilean New Song Movement.  

With a new line-up and new dates (not to mention a new baby for Valentina and David!), Voces del Sur are hoping that 2006 will be the year of the Latin grooves.
Listings
The Peña with Voces del Sur

30 Apr

The Southsider Bar, West Nicolson St, Edinburgh
9.30pm
free
Other dates
Voces del Sur
15 Apr 
The Jazz Bar, Chambers Street

Midnight
£5                                                                                                                (free entry before 11pm)

20 Apr

The Traverse Bar, Cambridge Street

9.30pm
free

29 Apr

Left Bank, Wilkie Terrace, Edinburgh

10pm

£4
12 May
Jazz Centre, Grassmarket, Edinburgh
10.30pm 
£5

18 May
The Traverse Bar, Cambridge Street

9.30pm
free

31 May
The Jam Hous
e, Queen St


7.30pm
free
10 Jun

Leith Folk Club, The Village, Sth Fort St
8pm

£5
15 Jun

The Traverse Bar, Cambridge Street

9.30pm
free

13 July

The Traverse Bar, Cambridge Street

9.30pm
free

Valentina Montoya Martinez – solo performance

26 Apr

The Jam House, Queen St


7.30pm
free
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